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5. The method of claim 3, wherein the surface is substan-
tially planar, and wherein the button extends beyond the plane
of the surface.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the tactile interface layer
defines a fluid vessel that contains a volume of fluid and that
is arranged underneath the surface, and wherein the step of
manipulating the volume of fluid includes manipulating the
volume of fluid within the fluid vessel to expand at least a
portion of the fluid vessel, thereby deforming the particular
region of the surface into a tactilely distinguishable forma-
tion.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the fluid vessel includes
a cavity.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the tactilely distinguish-
able formation of the first type is of a first height and the
tactilely distinguishable formation of the second type is of a
second height.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the tactilely distinguish-
able formation of the first type is of a first firmness and the
tactilely distinguishable formation of the second type is of a
second firmness.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the tactilely distin-
guishable formation of'the first type deforms at a first rate and
the tactilely distinguishable formation of the second type
deforms at a second rate.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the tactilely distin-
guishable formation of the first type is deformed for a first
duration of time and the tactilely distinguishable formation of
the second type is deformed for a second duration of time.

12. A method for adjusting the user interface of a device,
comprising the steps of:

providing a user interface to retrieve a user input;

providing a tactile interface layer that defines a surface and

includes a volume of fluid and a displacement device
that manipulates the volume of fluid to deform a particu-
lar region of the surface into a tactilely distinguishable
formation;

retrieving a user preference between atactilely distinguish-

able formation at a first location and at a second location
through the user interface; and

manipulating the volume of fluid to deform a particular

region of the surface into a tactilely distinguishable for-
mation at one of the first location and the second location
based on the user preference.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the tactilely distin-
guishable formation is a button.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the tactile interface
layer defines a fluid vessel that contains a volume of fluid and
that is arranged underneath the surface, and wherein the step
of manipulating the volume of fluid includes manipulating
the volume of fluid within the fluid vessel to expand at least a
portion of the fluid vessel, thereby deforming a particular
region of the surface into a tactilely distinguishable forma-
tion.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the fluid vessel
includes a channel that directs the manipulated volume of
fluid within the fluid vessel to deform a particular region of
the surface into a tactilely distinguishable formation at one of
the first location and the second location based on the user
preference.

16. The method of claim 12, wherein the first and second
location are relative to the device.

17. The method of claim 12, wherein the first and second
location are relative to the tactile interface layer.
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18. The method of claim 17, wherein the displacement
device manipulates the fluid to deform a plurality of particular
regions of the surface into tactilely distinguishable forma-
tions, and wherein the first and second locations of a particu-
lar tactilely distinguishable formation is relative to another
tactilely distinguishable formation.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the plurality of tac-
tilely distinguishable regions cooperatively represent a key-
board layout and wherein the first and second location of a
particular tactilely distinguishable formation is a first and
second location for a particular key of the keyboard.

20. A method for adjusting the user interface of a device,
comprising the steps of:

providing a user interface to retrieve a user input;

providing a tactile interface layer that defines a surface and
includes a volume of fluid and a displacement device
that manipulates the volume of fluid to deform a particu-
lar region of the surface into a tactilely distinguishable
formation;

retrieving a user preference for a particular timing for a
tactilely distinguishable formation; and

manipulating the volume of fluid to deform a particular
region of the surface into a tactilely distinguishable for-
mation at the particular timing of the user preference.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the particular timing
is when a particular application of the device is actuated.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the displacement
device manipulates the fluid to deform a plurality of particular
regions of the surface into tactilely distinguishable forma-
tions that cooperatively represent a numeric keypad, and
wherein the particular time is when the phone application of
the device is actuated.

23. The method of claim 20, wherein the step of retrieving
a user preference for a particular timing includes retrieving a
user preference between a first timing and a second timing for
a tactilely distinguishable formation and the step of manipu-
lating the volume of fluid includes manipulating the fluid to
deform a particular region of the surface into a tactilely dis-
tinguishable formation at one of the first timing and the sec-
ond timing based on the user preference.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the first timing is
when a first application of the device is actuated and the
second timing is when a second application of the device is
actuated.

25. The method of claim 20, wherein the displacement
device manipulates the fluid to deform a plurality of particular
regions of the surface into tactilely distinguishable forma-
tions, wherein the step of retrieving a user preference for a
particular timing includes retrieving a user preference for a
particular tactilely distinguishable formation at the particular
timing, and wherein manipulating the volume of fluid
includes manipulating the volume of fluid to deform a par-
ticular region of the surface into the particular tactilely dis-
tinguishable formation based on the user preference.

26. The method of claim 25, wherein the plurality of tac-
tilely distinguishable formations cooperatively represent a
keyboard and wherein the particular key corresponds to a
particular key of the keyboard.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the keyboard is of a
type selected from the group consisting of a text keyboard and
a numeric keypad.



